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As New Year’s Eve approaches it’s time to 
choose the correct sparkling wine and place 
it on ice!

Pop, fizz, clink! As we celebrate the end of 
a year like no other - and welcome in 2021 - 
there is no better drink to have in-hand than 
a quintessential glass of bubbly.

Sparkling wines have a great aesthetic ap-
peal with their bubbles. They make simple 
evenings special and special occasions un-
forgettable.

You can find New Year’s Eve sparkling 
wines within every budget. And if you are in 
the mood to splurge then the choice has to 
be champagne.

Champagne is a wine region in France, 
world-renowned due to its producing of 
excellent quality sparkling wine. And from 
these vineyards, champagne has become 
synonymous with celebration.

Over the centuries, champagne’s wine-
makers, in particular Madame Clicquot, per-
fected the art of secondary fermentation that 
assists still wine to produce bubbles. There 
are approximately 250 champagne houses 
to choose from. Mumm, Krug, Moet & Chan-
don, Veuve Clicquot, etc

But there is a relatively new kid on the 
block and the world is taking notice. The 

Champagne Palmer & Co style is seductive 
through its precision and clarity. Their Palm-
er Brut Reserve is based on a selection of 
wines from some of the best vineyards in the 
Champagne region. The nose has a rich array 
of citrus, apricot, hazelnut and pear aromas 
and a discreet touch of buttery brioche. Per-
fect with salmon.

There are fantastic bottles of sparkling 
wines being produced in several parts of the 
world of wine.

Globally, 2.5 billion bottles of sparkling 
wine are produced, from Italy, Germany, 
Spain, Brazil and the US to New Zealand.

Australia’s winemakers have mastered the 
bubbly business and it’s a great time to in-
dulge. The House of Arras have just released 
the NV Arras Blanc de Blancs. Ed Carr, their 
chief sparkling winemaker, has crafted select 
parcels of premium Tasmanian grapes into 

this amazing wine.
Brown Brothers Sparkling Moscato is low 

in alcohol but high in lifted musk aromas. 
The palate resembles biting into freshly 
crushed grapes. Serve this with a plate of 
light cheese like brie or camembert, plus 
thin slices of pear and apple and you are on 
a winner.

Sparkling red is seen as a novelty and be-
fits serving chilled on New Year’s Eve. Look 
out for Bleasdale Sparkling Shiraz it has an 
interesting mixture of plum and red cherry 
flavours that will go perfectly well with your 
favourite chocolate.

Happy New Year.
WineBill

Choosing the right sparkling wine for New Year’s Eve
WINE WITH

FOOD TIPS
WINEBILL

There’s no better time for a sparkling wine than New Year’s Eve.

NEWS  CQToday.com.au 

A home away from home

Goodness knows why in the year of Covid-19 I 
am running low on annual leave, but with no 
work trips and the need for a change of scen-
ery, my family took a week in November to de-
camp to Yeppoon.

From there we could work from our tempo-
rary home, or commute as required. And when 
not working we could treat the place as if we 
were on holiday. What a success it was!

With a commanding view, Oshen apart-
ments offered an immaculate and spacious 
three-bedroom unit, with ample area to sit 
outside on the balcony. There can be a lot of 
wind noise in a beachside unit, but the win-
dows at Oshen are fitted with multiple latches 
that completely seal.

Coming home from work in the evening, 
the views are breathtaking. You can see right 
up to Manifold Island, down to Yellow Patch 
and east as far as Outer Rock and Barren.

Closer in, the beaches of the Keppel group 
expand and contract with the tides and right 
below Bluff Rocks provide opportunities for 
exploration, and at high tide is a convenient 
perch for Pelicans and other birds.

Perhaps the most interesting thing about 
our stay at Yeppoon was the realisation that the 
whole beachfront area is more or less, a self-
contained resort. From modern beachfront 
units (Salt, Echelon, Oshen, Villa Mar Colina, 
and others) you can easily walk to any number 
of bars and restaurants, entertainment venues, 
beaches and water parks.

Vue Restaurant provides high quality din-
ing in a relaxed setting. Originally seated at the 
back on a pokey table next to the drink ma-
chine, we soon had that sorted and my rack of 
lamb was beautiful.

The Rocks Bar and Restaurant offers a more 
formal setting overlooking Keppel Bay. We 
went for a lunch, enjoying a wonderful view, 
attentive and friendly service, and lovely food. 
Located in the Echelon building, Afishionados 
offers breezy, cafe style dining and a hostess 
that is on a mission!

Being a keen angler I was delighted that she 
actually picks the fish herself and, more than 
that, knew the real name for the ‘Snapper’ that 
was on the menu (Rosy Job Fish in this case). 
Beautifully cooked, I was sorry to have to rush 
off without talking more.

Looking to combine a few drinks and a meal 
we found Pie Alley Blues (PAB), where live mu-

sic meets with a casual menu. Interestingly, 
PAB has just instituted a system where you or-
der online from your table. It’s efficient, sort of, 
but I think it denies a personal touch. Over the 
road you’ll find the Yeppoon RSL, which offers 
an outstanding verandah and local craft beers 
on tap. Money Pig Brewing’s Dragon Stout is a 
hands-down prize winner!

Back at the foreshore, we were pleased 
(and lucky) to find a table at Poppies Beach-
side. Located on the top floor of the Yeppoon 
Surf Club, the entrance is a bit hidden away. It 
doesn’t grab you from the street, but it’s very 
friendly and the food is great.

There are several other interesting options 
not mentioned here, but on Mondays and 
Tuesdays you’ll be looking at the Strand or hav-
ing takeaway. The rest of the time be warned, 
you’d better book. My only criticism was that 
staff in some places lacked polish. Then again 

that’s part of the real experience of a place, so 
maybe I’m being too much of a local.

With all that food and drink under your 
belt, you’d probably be wise to fit in some ex-
ercise. You can do a 5km beach run from Bluff 
Rocks to Barwell’s Creek and back, or along 
the Yeppoon Parkrun trail which comprises a 
portion of the old rail line. Yeppoon Lagoon 
provides splash and swimming opportunities 
for all ages, while the Keppel Kraken waterplay 
area rings with the excited squeals of smaller 
kids. One fellow spent at least six hours hang-
gliding off the bluff, I was just a bit envious; I 
have to say.

Getting out for the day, it’s a simple matter 
to drive or catch one of the regular busses to 
Rosslyn Bay for the ferry to Great Keppel Is-
land. There are several services offered by two 
ferry companies, and on arrival have a coffee 
at Tropical Vibes before taking off for snorkel-

ling, bushwalking or both.
You’ll be hungry after that, so hit the Hide-

away for lunch and a refreshing Mojito. For an-
other day trip, jump in the car and head 40km 
north to the Byfield store, Knob Creek Pot-
tery and Ferns Hideaway. For those who love 
the outdoors, Upper Stoney and Waster Park 
creeks offer BBQs and amazing freshwater 
swimming opportunities. Those with a four-
wheel-drive can continue onto Five Rocks, al-
though it requires some know-how in terms of 
tracks, especially if the weather is dry.

As local since 1970, they say familiarity 
breeds contempt. Yeppoon is changing and I 
can think of few places where top class accom-
modation merges so effortlessly with social, 
dining and outdoor opportunities. It’s right on 
our doorstep and gets my vote for a week away 
or, even as I did, a temporary home away from 
home. 

David French has fallen in love with Yeppoon and the Capricorn Coast.
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